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Welcome back to SaMS which will be, when you read this, 7 years old. We have already
got 153 students returning this year, with some of the groups full and needing waiting
lists. As always, it seems, we have had some changes.

brass .. theory .. guitars .. junk band

Firstly we are sorry that Catherine Carter-Tyler has had to give up SaMS because of health
problems. She built up the brass band from scratch which, as well as performing at just
about every SaMS concert, has played in the South Devon area at fetes and other outdoor
events and really helped to spread the word about SaMS. We are very grateful for her
work and know that there are many students who are also grateful for the work she has
put in. Her place has been taken by Sam Massey. He was one of Catherine’s 'star pupils'
and has just left school having completed his 'A' Levels. As he wishes to continue in a
musical career, we are happy that he has taken over the brass group, as a trainee leader,
and is our brass teacher as well as a fully qualified first aider. See overleaf.
Catherine also ran a music theory group, so this has been taken over by Kate Graham
(helped by Sam) who is already teaching the grade 5 theory class. This theory class
(grades 1 to 4) is from 11.45am-12.30pm, and the grade 5 class is now at 12.30pm (until
1.25pm) to alleviate timetable clashes.

Steve Verge is now running a new group for acoustic guitarists, as well the one for electrics.
This has proved to be very popular already and has a solid group of regular attendees.
We are sorry that Neil Burns has had to give up teaching guitar at SaMS due to other
work commitments, but we are very happy to welcome Alex Roth. He has just graduated
from Dartington College of Arts and is keen to help our young players develop skills in
a variety of styles. He has one or two places left if you, or someone you know, wants to
learn guitar.

There have recently been some issues over where to store our junk band instruments,
but hopefully this has been resolved by Chris Killock at KEVICC. Room 50, the old pottery
room, is now a new art and music room with space to store the junk band, so that is where
these sessions will be from now on. This also means that Jane will have a base where she
hopes to run an adult junk band. See overleaf for details.

concert and dates for next term

December 8th is the date this year for our Christmas concert, starting at 1pm after the
usual SaMS morning. | know this is always a busy time of year, but please make time
to support all SaMS students who work very hard throughout the term. There will be a
retiring collection for SaMS funds at the end, which should be about 2.30pm.
Please make a careful note of next term’s dates. Because of a number of clashes and
an early Easter, there will be only 7 SaMS between Christmas and the Easter holidays,
although Easter itself is only a bank holiday weekend. The dates are:

January 12th, 19th and 26th, February 2nd, March 1st, 8th and 29th.
We have discussed the idea of a 'whole day' SaMS (March 29th) at both committee and
tutors' meetings, and feel uncertain as to how many students might take advantage of
the event, given that many families have such busy Saturdays. As any event would take a
large amount of planning, we think that this might not be the best use of the time. We
would, however, like to present another solos concert, with perhaps one or two of the
larger ensembles playing, and even a contribution from the 'sing and play' children.

charitable status

After a long period of applying and sorting out various details, we hope to have full
charitable status very soon. This will mean that we will be able to access more funds
for our development work. Many, many thanks to David Blood, our treasurer, who has

worked very hard in securing this for us. L&UWRLI@/




meet the tutor ~ brass

My name is Sam Massey, and | have just taken over as
brass tutor at SaMS. | run a Brass Group in the second
session, | help with Theory (grades 1-4), and also do
private tuition at other times during the morning.

| started playing the trumpet at the age of 11 when |
joined KEVICC. I thought if | played the trumpet | could
enjoy playing a range of different styles of music, such
as jazz, orchestral and brass band. | have particularly
admired the playing of Miles Davis, Wynton Marsalis,
Crispian Steele-Perkins and Alison Balsom.

| started coming to SaMS myself in June 2001,
participating in the first ever brass group session which
had just 3 members in the early days. (I remember
| was so keen that | turned up the week before on
my birthday during half term, when there was no
SaMS!). | soon realised all the other opportunities
that SaMS had to offer and | joined firstly Junior Jazz,
and then Theory and the Senior Jazz Band! | was
also lucky enough to participate in many of the other
workshops and activities, such as the workshop with
Scott Stroman, the Junk Band Workshop, and the trip
to the Royal Opera House, all of which were fantastic
experiences for me.

I have now completed the Associated Board Grade 8
Trumpet exam and studied A Level Music at KEVICC,
which covers all aspects of musical knowledge from
musictheory, auralskills, compositionand performance.
| am studying for a teaching diploma this year, as well
as arranging and composing music for Brass Group
and other ensembles, composition being something
which | particularly enjoy. | will also be continuing to
play in local ensembles and orchestras.

During my time at KEVICC and SaMS | have been
extremely lucky to have been able to play with some
inspirational musicians and groups such as Scott
Stroman, members of the Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra, South West Sinfonietta, Westerleigh
Sinfonia, South West Camerata, Maestro’s Summer
Swing Band in Plymouth, and organist Jonathan
Watts, who have all given me a wealth of experience
that | wish to pass on to the SaMS students.

| really appreciate the strong foundation that
Catherine Carter-Tyler has provided in establishing
and developing the Brass Group, and my hope is that
| can help the Brass Group to continue to flourish. |
would like to encourage players of all abilities to come
along and take part. From Bach to Barry Manilow,
'Match of the Day' to The Andrews Sisters, | try to
encompass all styles of music to include pieces that
are both fun and challenging.

If you would like to join the brass band or learn to
play a brass instrument, speak to Lewis or Carole at
the desk.

first aider ~ Sam again!

| have also just completed a four day First Aid at
Work course with St. John Ambulance, which was
a very interesting experience. Although it was
quite intense, it was also thoroughly enjoyable. |
have always had an interest in First Aid, and when
| heard that SaMS needed a new First Aider, | was
only too pleased to help.

Starting January 608

JUNK BAND ~ for adults
Create exciting and original music
using a specially-designed Junk Kit

plus Latin American/African rhythms
and instruments

No experience necessary

Mondays 7.30pm - 9.00pm
at KEVICC

Cost - A25 per half term

(5 sessions)
For more information
contactJane Lopresti
email: janelopresti@tiscali.co.uk
tel: (01803) 862587

concerts

KEVICC carol concerts on Wednesday 12 December
in Dartington Hall (all tickets are free but must be
reserved through Dartington Box Office) & Thursday
13 December in St John's, Bridgetown (no tickets).

The Percussion & Brass departments of the Wells
Cathedral Music School will be at KEVICC giving
workshops throughout the day on Tuesday 26
February, and there will be a short performance by
them from 4-4.30pm, to which you are welcome.

and, finally .. registration

Can all parents please make sure that registration
forms are completed and given in, with the correct
subscription? There are still a few outstanding which
is much too late, being well into the second half of
term. The most important thing here is the parent
contact numbers and any relevant medical details.
There has been one incident this term, where,
fortunately, we had all that was required, but we worry
that this might not always be the case. Remember
that you don’t have to pay the subscription if your
child is only doing an individual lesson, but still we
must have the form! They must be filled in clearly,
and with the date of birth double-checked: people
often put 2007, rather than the actual year of birth. If
you have email, it is very useful for us to use to check
registration details. If forms are not completed, we
may have to refuse entry to SaMS, and next year we
are considering imposing a short time limit before
not allowing students in without a form.



